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REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


To  the  Wetherby  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Infectious  The  number  of  Infectious  cases  reported  during  the  year  has  been 

Disease.  somewhat  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  ioo  cases  having  occurred. 

The  following  is  the  record  since  1890  : — 


1890  . 

.  107  cases. 

1896 

...  57 

cases. 

1891  . 

.  No  record. 

1897 

...  55 

5  5 

1892  . 

.  21  cases. 

1898 

...  123 

5  9 

1893  . 

.  38  „ 

1899 

...  113 

5  9 

1894  . 

1895  . 

•  77  ,, 

.  94  „ 

1900 

...  100 

9  9 

The  numbers  suffering  from  the  different  diseases  for  the  last 
three  years  were  : — 

1898.  1899.  1900. 


Scarlet  Fever 

...  Ill 

..  81  . 

.  28 

Diphtheria . 

...  3 

..  20  . 

.  24 

Typhoid  Fever 

...  4 

..  6  . 

.  44 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

...  2 

..  0  . 

0 

Erysipelas 

...  3 

..  5  . 

.  4 

The  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  were  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Epidemic  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  14 


Diphtheria.  Diphtheria  has  shewn  a  marked  increase,  24  cases  in  all,  with 

5  deaths  ;  a  mortality  of  20'83  per  cent. 

The  cases  were  distributed  over  the  District : — 


Bramham  ... 

...  5 

Kirk  Deighton 

...  1 

Ribston 

...  2 

Shadwell 

...  1 

Spofforth 

...  4 

Thorner  ...  ...  5 

Thorparch  ...  2 

Weeton  ...  ...  2 

Wetherby...  ...  1 

North  Deighton  ...  1 
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Scarlet 

Fever. 


Phthisis  and 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 


Measles, 
Cancer,  etc. 

Typhoid 
Fever  at 
Bramham. 


In  many  instances  the  disease  was  associated  with  insanitary 
surroundings. 

In  October  your  Council  wisely  decided  to  supply  Medical  men 
with  Antitoxin  for  cases  in  which  the  patients  were  unable  to  provide  it 
for  themselves. 


The  necessity  for  Hospital  accommodation  was  greatly  felt  ;  there 
being  several  cases  which  should  have  been  moved  to  Hospital,  and  in 
other  cases  a  request  for  Hospital  treatment  was  made  by  the  parents  of 
the  patients. 


There  has  been  a  great  reduction  in  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever — 28  cases  against  81  and  111  in  the  two  previous  years.  It 
occurred  in  14  separate  parishes,  as  follows  : — 


Bardsev  ...  ...  1 

Bilton  ...  ...  1 

Boston  Spa..  ...  4 

Bramham  ...  ...  4 

Clifford  .  1 

Dunkeswick  ...  1 

Kirkby  Overblow  ...  2 


Rigton,  North  ...  2 

Shadwell  ...  ...  6 

(Chiefly  at  Industrial  School.) 


Thorner  ... 

...  I 

Thorparch 

...  I 

Weeton 

...  1 

Wetherby ... 

...  2 

Wighill  ... 

...  I 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year. 


I  have  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  mortality  from  Phthisis. 
There  have  been  16  deaths  from  Consumption,  and  12  deaths  due  to 
other  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease  ;  thus  10  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  of 
the  district  are  due  to  Tuberculosis  ! 


In  the  face  of  such  figures  I  wish  to  appeal  to  your  Council  for 
increased  attention  to  this  matter  ;  to  remind  you  there  are  no  efficient 
regulations  for  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  force,  and  that  there  are  no  steps 
taken  to  detect  tubercular  cattle.  It  is  most  difficult  to  enforce  light, 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  etc.,  in  cow  houses.  P'or  many  years 
there  has  not  been  a  sample  of  milk  taken  for  analysis,  although  the 
County  Council  are  willing  to  analyse  milk  for  you  free  of  cost. 

There  have  been  several  cases  of  Consumption  dealt  with  success¬ 
fully  by  open-air  methods,  but  many  more  have  died  who  would 
willingly  have  availed  themselves  of  such  treatment,  but  whose  position 
in  life  rendered  it  impossible. 

There  has  been  1  death  from  Measles,  1  from  Whooping  Cough, 
3  from  Diarrhoea,  and  9  from  Cancer. 

In  December,  great  anxiety  was  caused  by  an  epidemic  of  Typhoid 
Fever  at  Bramham.  Between  the  4th  and  27th  of  December  34  cases 
were  reported,  and  during  January,  1901,  4  more  cases,  making  in  all 
38.  The  disease  affected  22  males  and  16  females,  ages  varying  from 
o  to  75.  There  were  28  houses  involved — in  several  houses  2  and  3 
persons  being  infected. 

There  were  6  deaths  from  the  disease — a  mortality  of  15‘78  per  cent. 


The  ages  of  the  fatal  cases  were  35,  20,  75,  49,  55,  52,  five  being 
females. 


The  mortality  amongst  the  males  was  4  54  per  cent.,  the  females 
31  *25  per  cent. 

Careful  enquiries  have  been  made  to  trace  the  first  case  of  disease, 
one  which  would  be  likely  to  account  for  the  infection  of  the  above 
number,  but  so  far  without  success. 

The  cause  of  the  epidemic  appears  to  have  been  the  pollution  of  the 
water  in  the  public  well.  Up  to  the  end  of  December  all  the  patients 
(34)  had  obtained  their  drinking  water  from  this  well,  and  the  four  cases 
occurring  after  were  traceable  to  this  cause  or  to  previous  cases.  No 
other  common  cause  for  the  disease  could  be  found  ;  and  until  the  very 
end  no  persons  drinking  water  from  the  other  wells  in  the  village  were 
affected. 

The  well  is  situated  about  the  centre,  and  at  the  lowest  part  of  the 
village,  near  a  spot  where  nearly  half  the  highway  drains  (conveying  also 
the  sewage)  converge  prior  to  joining  the  “Beck.”  The  well  is  about 
5  ft.  deep,  the  water  standing  3  ft.,  it  is  oblong,  and  measures  4  ft.  0  in. 
by  2  ft.  8  in.  The  walls  are  composed  partly  of  limestone  rock,  and 
partly  of  loose  stones  built  irregularly.  There  is  a  fast  stream  of  water 
running  through,  gathered  evidently  from  the  high  cliff  of  limestone  a 
few  yards  behind.  The  overflow  is  provided  for  by  a  G-in.  sanitary  pipe, 
laid  inside  an  old  stone  drain,  it  runs  three  quarters  full  of  water,  and 
has  a  fall  of  9  in.  in  a  distance  of  about  20  yards  to  the  beck  ;  it  has  no 
trap,  and  enters  the  beck  at  the  ordinary  water  level  side  by  side  with 
the  sewage  and  highway  drains  above-mentioned. 

I  am  informed  that  the  beck  sometimes  rises  3  ft.  in  flood  times. 

Passing  close  to  the  cover  stone  of  the  well  was  a  4  in.  sanitary 
pipe  conveying  the  sewage  from  a  house  close  by,  its  joints  were  found 
defective,  and  shewed  signs  of  sewage  matter  having  escaped. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  properties  near  the  well  was  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  drain  from  the  water  closet  of  a  public-house,  some 
20  yards  away,  was  composed  of  land  tiles  until  it  entered  the  highway 
sewer;  the  land  tiles  were  three-quarters  full  of  solid  material,  and  the 
highway  sewer  was  found  blocked  with  solid  material.  This  sewer  is  one 
of  the  old  stone  type.  The  heavy  rainfall  of  November  (3*18  inches) 
would  render  the  pollution  of  the  well  from  one  of  these  sewers  very 
easy  indeed. 

Mr.  Fairley  examined  samples  of  the  water,  the  first,  on  December 
15th,  chemically.  His  report  was:  “This  is  a  hard  water,  but  in  its 
present  state  is  of  good  quality  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 
{See  also  Table  II.,  No.  7.) 
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A  further  sample  was  sent  him  for  Bacteriological  Examination,  when  he  reported 
as  follows  : — 

Report  on  Sample  of  Water  taken  from  Bramham  Public  Pump, 
and  received  from  the  Wetherby  Rural  District  Council, 

January  1st,  1901. 

No.  of  colonies  per  one  cubic  centimetre  ...  ...  ...  84 

(Gelatine  Plate  Culture.) 

No.  of  colonies  per  one  cubic  centimetre  ...  ...  ...  2 

(On  Carbol  Gelatine.) 

The  cultivation  in  nutritive  Gelatine  develops  all  the  germs,  whether  harmless  or 
otherwise.  The  number  in  this  sample  is  not  excessive.  The  cultivation  in  Carbol 
Gelatine  eliminates  most  of  the  germs  of  a  harmless  character.  The  two  which 
remained  were  the  Bacilli  Coli  Communis.  This  germ  occurs  most  frequently  in 
animal  excreta,  but  might  be  derived  from  dust  from  a  roadway,  etc.  It  ought  not 
to  occur  in  drinking  water. 

The  other  germs  found  in  the  water  were  the  ordinary  water  bacteria,  including 
Bacillus  B'lourescens  Liquefaciens ,  Bacillus  Aquatilis ,  Bad  Ills  Snbtilis,  etc. 

If  this  water  is  used  for  drinking,  it  should  be  either  boiled  or  filtered  through  a 
Pasteur  Chamberland  Filter,  or  other  filter  capable  of  removing  dirt  or  disease  germs. 

THOMAS  FAIRLEY. 

The  cause  of  the  epidemic  was  fortunately  apparent.  Your  Council 
wisely  appointed  a  Sub-Committee  to  deal  with  the  outbreak.  The  use 
of  the  well  was  discontinued  on  December  7th  (three  days  after  the  first 
notification),  it  being  found  necessary  to  remove  the  “pump  handle5* 
to  sufficiently  impress  the  gravity  of  the  situation  upon  the  consumers. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  carting  of  water  daily  from  a  spring 
near  the  village. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease 
from  existing  cases  :  the  affected  houses  were  provided  with  specially 
constructed  tubs  for  the  excreta.  These  tubs  were  removed  daily,  treated 
with  mercuric  chloride,  and  the  excreta  buried  in  a  selected  spot  some 
distance  out  of  the  village.  A  Laundry  was  established,  the  soiled  linen 
being  collected  from  the  infected  houses  every  other  day ;  the  arrangement 
worked  well,  and  I  believe  it  was  much  appreciated,  and  I  certainly 
think  it  was  of  valuable  assistance  in  preventing  the  extension  of  the 
epidemic. 

Your  Council,  having  no  hospital  accommodation  for  typhoid  fever, 
many  of  the  cases  were  difficult  to  deal  with.  It  was  also  most  difficult  to- 
secure  sufficient  assistance  and  attendance  for  the  sick.  In  one  instance, 
I  found  the  mother  of  a  family  in  bed,  fully  dressed,  delirious,  and  near 
dying,  with  only  her  young  children  to  attend  to  her.  A  few  doors  away 
I  found  another  mother  downstairs,  helpless,  in  a  chair,  with  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  103,  while  upstairs  were  two  boys  in  bed  with  very  severe  attacks 
of  the  disease,  and  not  a  responsible  person  to  look  after  them. 
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Your  Committee.,  therefore,  decided  to  employ  trained  Nurses. 
Two  Nurses  were  engaged  for  this  purpose,  and  were  of  inestimable 
value,  not  only  in  nursing  the  sick,  but  also  in  seeing  the  precautionary 
measures  fully  carried  out. 

Abundant  disinfectants  were  provided,  a  systematic  scavenging  of 
the  village  instituted,  the  sewers  flushed  and  cleansed,  and  a  special 
supervision  kept  over  the  sanitation  of  the  village  generally. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  had  the  village  been  in  possession 
of  a  proper  system  of  sewers,  and  a  water  supply  protected  against 
pollution,  this  epidemic  would  not  have  occurred.  It  was  an  epidemic 
the  like  of  which  might  occur  at  any  time  in  several  places  in  your 
district,  and  which  could  be  prevented  if  proper  sanitary  measures  were 
taken. 

Your  Council  had  under  consideration  during  the  year,  a  drainage 
scheme  for  Bramham  ;  a  scheme  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Silcock,  and  is,  I 
believe,  still  under  consideration. 

Your  Council  also  asked  the  Wetherby  District  Water  Company  to 
extend  their  mains  to  Bramham,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  definite 
steps  being  taken.  Your  Council  also  are  taking  steps  to  render  the  old 
supply  of  water  pure,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  engaged  upon  a 
IIouse-to-House  report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  village. 

The  cost  of  the  epidemic  to  the  ratepayers  has  been  ^"180,  and  will, 

I  believe,  come  out  of  the  General  Fund  of  the  Council. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  your  Council  and  the  Committee 
(G.  L.  Fox,  Esq.,  E.  Harrison,  Esq.,  and  W.  Id.  Thackeray,  Esq.), 
also  to  Dr.  Kaye  and  Dr.  Selkirk  for  the  valuable  and  kindly  assistance 
they  have  all  given. 

Mr.  Harrison  has  kindly  given  me  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  received  from  an  old  resident  of  Bramham,  giving  an  interesting 
account  of  previous  epidemics  in  the  village 

“  Probably  you  may  have  heard  that  the  village  has  had  some  rather 
severe  visitations  of  Zymotic  and  other  diseases  at  intervals  of 
which  I  have  a  somewhat  vivid  recollection,  extending  over  a 
period  of  quite  sixty  years.  The  first  I  recollect  was  about 
1840,  or  in  the  early  forties,  when  it  was  called  by  the  masses 
‘  Black  Typhus,’  and  another  visitation  occurred  late  (I  think) 
in  the  forties,  when  Medical  Gentlemen  and  Local  Authorities 
prevailed  upon  Lady  Headley  (the  then  owner)  to  take  down 
the  plantation  known  as  ‘The  Willow  Garth,’  which  extended 
from  opposite  the  lower  entrance  to  Bramham  House,  to  the 
other  end  of  the  land  opposite  the  ‘  Bay  Horse  Inn,’  it  being 
assumed  that  the  large  accumulation  of  vegetable  matter 
decaying  on  the  swampy  ground  was  prejudicial  to  the  health  of 
the  villagers.  Then  in  1857  or  ’56  there  was  a  terrible  outbreak 
of  Malignant  Scarlatina,  which,  in  several  instances,  swept  away 
whole  families  of  children.  I  mention  these  matters  that  you 
may  know  the  present  visitation  is  not  a  solitary  instance.” 
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Isolation 

Hospital. 


Sanitary 

Work. 


Boston  Spa. 


Thorner. 


The  Isolation  Hospital  has  again  been  very  useful.  There  were  2 
patients  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  9  others  have  been  under 
treatment. 

Kirk  by  Overblow  sent  2,  North  Rigton  2,  Shadwell  2,  Wighill  1, 
and  Wetherby  2. 

Your  Hospital  Committee  have  devoted  much  time  to  improving 
the  administration  of  the  1  Iospital,  also  the  buildings  and  grounds.  They 
hope  that  now  many  of  the  difficulties  and  deficiencies  of  the  last  few 
years  have  been  overcome. 

I  must  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  carrying  out 
the  extension  of  the  Hospital  resolved  upon  in  October,  1899.  It 
would  provide  you  with  sufficient  accommodation  for  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
would  allow  you  to  deal  with  Typhoid  or  Diphtheria  with  practically  no 
addition  to  working  expenses. 

In  regard  to  Small  Pox,  you  have  at  present  no  means  c.f  isolation. 
It  the  disease  should  appear  in  the  district,  you  would  be  driven  to  the 
erection  of  temporary  buildings,  which  would  be  much  more  costly  than 
providing  yourselves  with  a  small  permanent  building,  to  be  ready  when 
required. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  again  had  a  busy  year — 307  notices- 
have  been  served,  483  nuisances  abated  ;  sanitary  improvements  have 
been  effected  at  377  houses  ;  282  new  drains  have  been  constructed,  and 
a  great  many  other  matters  attended  to. 

The  new  sewerage  at  Boston  Spa  has  been  completed,  and  the 
houses  of  the  village  connected  therewith.  The  system  has  worked,  so 
far,  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  distribution  of  sewage  upon  the  farm 
was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  owing  chiefly  to  insufficient  appliances. 
Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  remedy  this  defect.  Notices  have  been 
served  upon  the  owners  of  faulty  privies,  ashpits,  etc.,  and  a  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  many  of  them  is  now  taking  place. 

The  Parochial  Committee  have  arranged  a  systematic  flushing  and 
cleansing  of  the  sewers. 

I  must  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Thorner.  In  my  report  for  the  year  1896,  I  called  your  attention  to  the 
insanitary  condition  of  this  village — the  houses  without  drains,  the  leaky 
cesspools,  the  untrapped  drains,  etc.  Your  Sanitary  Committee,  realising 
the  importance  of  the  question,  in  November,  1900,  again  recommended 
that  a  scheme  be  prepared  for  the  drainage  of  the  village  of  Thorner. 
I  am  not  aware  that  anything  further  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 

The  population  of  the  village  is  increasing,  new  houses  are  being 
erected,  and  I  think  it  is  important  that  a  proper  sewerage  scheme  and 
a  pure  water  supply  should  be  provided  without  further  delay. 


/ 


Shadwell. 


Toekwith. 


Wetherby. 


Spofforth. 


The  proposed  sewerage  system  for  a  portion  of  Shadwell  has  given 
rise  to  some  difficulties.  The  Wetherby  District  Water  Company 
objected  to  the  site  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  too  near  their  intended  pumping  station.  An  amended  scheme 
was  considered  by  your  Committee,  but  found  to  be  impracticable.  The 
question  is  still  under  consideration. 

A  deputation  from  your  Sanitary  Committee  visited  the  village  and 
advised  the  abatement  of  several  nuisances  ;  many  notices  were  served 
and  as  the  result,  22  houses  have  been  provided  with  improved  drainage, 
cesspools,  and  privy  accommodation. 

The  laying  of  a  new  system  of  sewers  and  provision  of  a  sewage 
farm  at  Toekwith  has  been  progressing  during  the  year.  The  works  are 
about  complete,  and  connections  now  going  on. 

The  village  is  still  in  need  of  a  pure  water  supply. 

The  syphon  by  which  the  sewage  is  carried  across  the  river  was 
found  defective  over  a  year  ago  ;  this  has  now  been  replaced  by  a 
new  syphon,  which  is  in  working  order.  The  cost  of  the  work  was 

£  1,500. 

The  question  of  street  watering  requires  your  attention  ;  it  is  the 
custom  to  use  for  this  purpose  the  tank-cart  used  in  the  cleansing  of  the 
cesspools.  T  think  such  a  method  is  objectionable,  and  that  a  proper 
cart  for  street  watering  should  be  provided. 

In  November  I  drew  the  attention  of  your  Sanitary  Committee  to 
the  cleansing  of  pan  closets.  There  are  116  such  closets  in  the  town. 
It  is  the  custom  for  the  scavenger  to  take  his  cart  round  weekly  and 
empty  the  contents  of  the  pan  into  his  cart.  The  pans  in  time  become 
coated  with  dried  refuse,  and  may  easily  become  injurious  to  health.  I 
am  of  opinion  some  system  should  be  adopted  whereby  the  pans  may  be 
periodically  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  if  necessary  disinfected.  The 
Parochial  Committee  decided  that  “The  scavenger  be  instructed 
to  do  his  best  to  keep  the  existing  pans  as  clean  as  possible.”  I  do  not 
think  the  resolution  sufficient,  or  under  present  arrangements  practical. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  render  the  market  less  objectionable  from 
a  sanitary  point  of  view.  A  private  Cattle  Market  has  been  erected,  and 
the  channelling  and  drainage  of  Victoria  Street  improved.  A  conference 
was  held  to  consider  the  matter,  representatives  of  the  County  Council, 
District  Council,  Parish  Council,  and  the  Montague  Trustees  were 
present,  also  Dr.  Kaye,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  was 
agreed  that  in  addition  to  the  above  measures,  the  surface  of  Victoria 
Street  should  be  made  impervious  ;  this  has  not  yet  been  done. 

The  drainage  of  this  village  has  been  under  consideration  many 
times,  an  alternative  scheme  to  the  one  proposed  in  1897  has  been 
proposed,  and  is  now  under  consideration. 
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North  Rigton 


Scavenging. 


Bye-Laws. 


Water  Supply 
of  the 
District. 


I  have  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  a  House-to- House 
Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  North  Rigton.  It  shows  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  village  are  very  bad.  I  think  steps  should  be 
taken  at  once  to  remedy  these  defects,  and,  if  necessary,  to  provide 
proper  sewerage  for  the  village. 

The  death-rate  per  thousand  for  the  last  seven  years  has  been  as 
follows  : — 

1894.  1895.  1896.  1897.  1898.  1899.  1900. 

20  85.  18  41.  18  36.  21  34.  24  61.  937.  20’58. 

The  Contract  system  of  scavenging  has  again  given  rise  to  many 
difficulties,  and  proved  unsatisfactory.  The  contracts  were  let  in  the  four 
parishes  at  the  following  figures : — Bramham,  ,£25  ;  Clifford,  £40  ; 
Shad  well,  £60  ;  Thorner,  £52. 

At  Wetherby  and  Boston  Spa  the  work  is  done  by  the  Council’s  own 
men,  and  is  most  satisfactory. 

The  provision  of  proper  Bye-Laws,  which  was  urged  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  survey  of  the  district,  and  which  is 
certainly  an  urgent  necessity,  has  gone  no  further  since  my  last  report. 

I  hope  your  Council  will  soon  see  your  way  to  deal  fully  with  this 
subject. 

Several  instances  have  come  before  you  during  the  year  in  which 
the  existing  Building  Bye-Laws  have  been  neglected  in  important 
matters,  and  similar  cases  should  be  strongly  dealt  with  in  future. 

The  Wetherby  District  Water  Company  have  commenced  to  supply 
the  District,  the  opening  ceremony  being  on  August  1st.  They  have 
completed  one  of  their  wells,  constructed  a  temporary  reservoir,  and 
laid  their  mains  to  Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  Thorparch,  Collingham, 
East  Keswick,  Rigton  (East),  Bardsey,  and  Linton. 

Table  I.  shows  that  684  applications  have  been  received  from  these 
parishes,  and  that  437  houses  have  already  been  supplid.  (March  14th, 
1901.) 

When  in  1894  I  first  called  attention  to  the  faulty  water  supply  of 
Wetherby  I  got  into  serious  trouble,  and  was  informed  from  many 
quarters  that  I  was  the  only  person  who  thought  so.  It  is  interesting  to 
see  that  within  six  months  of  the  Company’s  water  being  available,  out 
of  360  householders  in  the  town,  254  apply  voluntarily  to  be  supplied 
with  the  water. 
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TABLE  I. 


A  Statement  showing1  number  of  Houses  being1  supplied  with  the 
Wetherby  District  Waterworks  Company,  together  with  those 
to  be  supplied.  March  14th,  1901. 


PARISHES. 

Number  of 
Houses 
at  present 
being 
supplied. 

Number 

of 

Houses 
to  be 
supplied. 

Total 

N  umber 
of 

Applications 

REMARKS. 

Wetherby 

237 

17 

254 

Boston  Spa  ... 

116 

94 

210 

All  applications  will  be 
supplied  within  one  month. 

Thor  parch  ... 

3 

... 

3 

Negotiations  progressing  for 
supply  to  whole  village. 

Collingham  ... 

64 

4 

68 

East  Keswick 

77 

77 

Will  be  supplied  during  the 
next  two  months. 

Rigton 

1 

20 

21 

I  )itto. 

Bardsey; 

3 

26 

29 

Ditto. 

Linton 

13 

9 

22 

Ditto. 

437 

247 

684 

Total  Number  of  Applications. 

KirkDeighton  The  Public  Well  water  at  Kirk  Deighton  has  been  twice  analysed 
Public  Well,  during  the  year  (Table  II.,  8  and  9)  and  found  faulty;  the  well  is 
evidently  subject  to  pollution  at  certain  times.  In  August  your  Council 
requested  the  Water  Company  to  extend  their  mains  to  the  village  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  hope  the  Company  will  shortly  see  their  way  to 
carry  out  the  work. 

Shad  well  At  the  request  of  your  Council  the  Leeds  Corporation  have 

Water  Supply  carrje(j  their  majns  to  Shadwell,  and  supplied  the  village  with  water  ; 

the  work  was  completed  on  November  2nd,  and  several  houses  are  now 
being  connected  with  the  mains. 

Weeton  The  provision  of  a  water  supply  for  Weeton  is  a  matter  requiring 

Watar  Supply  your  attention.  I  understand  the  Parish  is  not  within  the  Water  Com¬ 
pany's  area,  so  that  it  will  devolve  upon  your  Council  to  provide  a  supply. 
Dr.  Kaye,  in  his  Report  (September,  1896),  says  :  “There  is  no  public 
supply  of  water  which  is  urgently  required.  The  shallow  wells  are 
insufficient,  especially  at  Huby,  where  it  is  necessary  to  collect  rain 
water.  The  purity  of  the  wells  is  very  questionable,  as  their  surroundings 
are  unsatisfactory,  and  in  several  instances  the  wells  are  too  far  away.” 

In  Huby  there  have  been  many  residential  houses  built  within  the 
last  few  years,  and  I  think  the  Council  might  with  advantage  consider  a 
drainage  scheme  for  this  part  of  the  parish. 


Table  showing  Composition  of  various  Samples  of  Water  analysed  during  the  year  1900. 


Vital 

Statistics. 


i  i 


There  have  been  277  deaths  art 

1  845  births  in  the  District,  making  a 

death-rate  of  18*07  and  a  birth-rate 

of  22*61.  The  death-rates  from  the 

following  diseases  may  prove  intere? 

ting  : 

Phthisis  ... 

1  *04  per  1,000. 

Other  Tubercular  Disea' 

;es  ...  '78  , , 

Cancer  ... 

...  *58 

Bronchitis 

...  D8 

Pneumonia 

...  104 

Heart  Disease  ... 

...  1*9 

Zymotic  Diseases 

...  *78 

Influenza 

...  '9 

The  Infantile  mortality  was  at 

the  rate  of  147  per  1,000  registered 

births.  This  is  a  higher  rate  than 

usual.  In  four  parishes  it  ran  as 

follows  : — 

Clifford 

.  260. 

Wetherby 

195. 

Spofforth 

. 210. 

North  Rigton 

.  250. 

At  Spofforth  half  the  deaths 

under  one  year  were  illegitimate 

children. 

There  have  been  14  deaths  from  influenza  and  its  complications. 
Eight  victims  were  over  65  years  of  age,  four  between  25  and  65  years, 
and  two  between  5  and  15  years. 


In  Table  III.  will  be  found  a  comparison  of  the  Rates  in  the  Wetherby  District  with  the 
rest  of  the  country  : — - 


TABLE  III. 


1900. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Thirty- 
three  Great 
Towns. 

Sixty-seven 
other  Large 
Towns. 

England 
and  Wales 
less  the 
100  Towns. 

Wetherby 

Rural 

District. 

Birth-rate 

28*9* 

22*61 

Death-rate  ... 

18*8 

19*5 

18*1 

17*5 

18*07 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

2*00 

2*00 

2*25 

1  *57 

*78 

Infantile  Mortality  ... 

(per  1,000  deaths) 

154 

172 

166 

138 

147 

* 


It  may  be  noted  that  thi.s  is  the  lowest  annual  birth-rate  ever  recorded  for 

England  and  Wales. 


Tabic  IV.  gives  a  comparison  of  the  Birth  and  Death-rates  in  the  different  Parishes  of 
the  district,  and  Table  V.  gives  the  number  of  Deaths  at  different  ages. 

TABLE  IV. 


Angram 

Bardsey-with-Rigton 

Bickerton 

Bilton 

Boston  Spa  ... 
Bramham-with-Oglethorpt 
Clifford 
Collingham  ... 

Cowthorpe  ... 

Deighton,  North 
Dunkeswick ... 

Iiarewood 

Hutton  Wandesley  ... 
Kearby-with-Netherby 
Keswick,  East 
Kirk  Deighton 
Kirkby  Overblow  ... 
Linton 

Long  Marston 
Micklethwaite 
Ribston,  Little 
Rigton 
Scarcroft 
Shadwell 
Sicklinghall 

Spofforth-with-Stockeld 
Thorner 
Thor  parch 
Tockwith 
Walton 
Weardley 
Weeton 
Wether  by 
Wighill 
Wigton 
Wike... 

Wilstrop 
Wothersome. 


Estimated 

Population 

to 

middle 

of 

1900. 

Birth  Rate  per  lOOO. 

Death  Rate  perlOOO. 

Average 

1894-8 

inclusive. 

1899. 

1900. 

Average 

1894-8 

inclusive. 

1899. 

1900. 

53 

... 

37*73 

280 

25  57 

28-57 

17-48 

3214 

138 

22-57 

7*24 

18-98 

14-49 

238 

29-41 

4-20 

8-40 

1430 

24-93 

18-18 

16*08 

20-40 

13*98 

13*28 

985 

680 

29-31 

32-94 

28*42 

20-71 

13*56 

23*49 

26-12 

38-23 

33*82 

21*20 

20-59 

25* 

330 

25-46 

21-87 

15*15 

18-40 

6-25 

9-09 

110 

54-54 

18-18 

9*9 

104 

\  ... 

48-07 

32-68 

9*61 

Nil 

1 30 

38-46 

30-76 

7-69 

Nil 

690 

17-84 

27-53 

33*33 

8-81 

14-49 

14-49 

80 

25-00 

12-5 

25-00 

Nil 

130 

38-46 

... 

61  -53 

15*38 

470 

14  06 

10-86 

!  27*87 

15*10 

15*21 

8-51 

370 

30-99 

29  72 

32*43 

16*77 

10-81 

21-62 

295 

30  13 

27-11 

30-50 

19-12 

23-72 

10-17 

172 

23-25 

1744 

23-25 

11-62 

280 

21-42 

10-71 

17-99 

21  -52 

105 

... 

19  04 

... 

19-04 

185 

27-02 

26-43 

16  21 

10-81 

340 

26-93 

21-87 

35-29 

20-81 

9*37 

20*58 

280 

42-85 

32  14 

14-28 

25* 

1050 

26-89 

19-04 

17*14 

12-42 

1313 

13*33 

210 

... 

33  33 

38*09 

9-52 

19  04 

716 

26  04 

20-94 

26*53 

17*27 

18*15 

20-94 

820 

28-44 

20-98 

26*82 

1 5  *30 

12*35 

31*70 

306 

26-74 

29-41 

6*53 

20-52 

13-07 

13-06 

510 

29-47 

37*25 

31*37 

15-76 

13-72 

15-68 

163 

.  .  . 

17-85 

30-67 

1 1  -65 

18-40 

144 

.  .  . 

6-94 

20*83 

55  Ot) 

13*81 

330 

18-95 

36  "36 

12-12 

12*73 

21  -21 

30-30 

2000 

25-79 

28-71 

23- 

17-52 

2102 

17-5 

237 

.  .  . 

12-23 

12"65 

... 

21-09 

12-65 

193 

10*36 

15*54 

5-18 

108 

37*03 

18*51 

37*03 

76 

26*31 

... 

26*31 

60 

16-25 

.  .  . 

1 

Nil 

*3 


TABLE  V. 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  subjoined  ages  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1900 : — 


Under 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

Total. 

1  year. 

under  5. 

under  15. 

under  25. 

under  65. 

upwards. 

51 

26 

11 

12 

81 

96 

277 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  must  again  thank  you  for  the  courtesy 
and  kind  assistance  I  have  received  at  your  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  HARGREAVES. 


TABLE  C.  1900.  * 

WETHERBY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — JAMES  ARTHUR  HARGREAVES.  Salary  ^100. 

Is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  appointed  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  School 
Board  ?  No. 

Sanitary  Inspector — ARTHUR  EDWARD  CLARK.  Salary  £90. 

What  other  position  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill?  Surveyor,  ^30. 

WATER  SUPPLY — Quality,  Various.  Action  on  Lead,  None. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1900?  Company’s  mains  to  Wetherby,  Boston 
Spa,  Collingham,  East  Keswick,  Linton,  Bardsey,  Thorparch.  Also 
Shadwell  by  the  Leeds  Corporation. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  parts  ?  Many  parts. 

( (a)  with  public  supply,  437. 

Number  or  proportion  of  dwellings  -  (/?)  supplied  from  wells.  The  whole  of 

[  the  remaining  houses. 

SEWERAGE— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ?  No.  Is  rainfall  excluded  ?  In  some 
places. 

Extensions  or  improvements  during  1900 — Sewerage  Schemes  completed  at 
Boston  Spa  and  Tockwith. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ?  Several  parts. 

Any  special  means  of  Ventilation?  No.  Any  Rubble  drains,  and  where ? 
Yes  ;  many  parts. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

System  adopted  chiefly  land  irrigation. 

SCAVENGING— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by  Contractors, 
or  by  Owners  and  Tenants?  Two  Parishes  by  Sanitary  staff.  Four  by 
Contractors. 

Number  of  each  type  of  receptacle :— Open  privy  middens,  not  known. 
Covered  privy  middens,  not  known.  Pail  or  tub  closets,  not  known. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890.  No. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  Yes. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  No. 

BYE-LAWS — Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1900? 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  No. 

0)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  No. 

Are  they  properly  enforced?  Not  always.  Any  Bye-laws  needed  ?  Yes  ;  many. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

Number. 

Registered.  Inspected. 

General 

Condition. 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

i 

1 

Canal  Boats  ... 

None 

... 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

None 

24 

Bakehouses  ... 

None 

Offensive  Trades 

None 

D.C.M.  ORDER— 

Have  any  Regulations  been  framed  under  Article  13  of  this  Order  ?  No. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  registered — 47.  Number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk 

registered — One. 

Cowsheds  Inspected — 47.  Any  special  action?  Two  closed. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— Progress  during  1900.  Present  Hospital  much  im¬ 
proved. 

Has  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  emergency  during  an  outbreak  of  disease  provided 

4  Nurses  for  home  isolation  ?  Yes.  Cost  of  same,  ^48. 

Compensation  paid  for  infected  articles  destroyed  during  1900.  None. 

What  method  of  house  disinfection  is  employed?  Stoving  with  sulphur,  and 
removal  of  bedding,  &c. ,  to  steam  disinfector. 

DWELLINGS. — Number  of  Houses  built  during  1900,  17. 

General  character — Through  better  class. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?  Two  closed. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ?  Not  accurately  known. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890?  No. 

Any  “  unhealthy  areas  ? 5?  Under  investigation. 

Back  yards — are  they  paved  or  rendered  impervious  in  any  part?  No. 

Back  streets —  ,,  ,,  ,,  No. 

Is  House-to-house  Inspection  systematically  made?  To  some  extent. 

And  records  kept  ?  Yes. 

NUISANCES. — Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1899,  2,009.  At  close 
of  1900,  1,790.  Reported  during  1900,  264.  Abated  during  1900,  483. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings.  None. 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  disconnected  during  1900,  348. 

Number  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1900,  8.  Kinds,  Privy  Ashpits. 

,,  reconstructed  ,,  17.  Kinds,  part  pails,  part 

water  closet,  part  privy  middens. 

METEOROLOGY. — Mean  Temperature  for  year  1900,  —  Rainfall,  30'18  inches. 

GEOLOGY.-  -Nature  of  Soil,  various.  Subsoil,  various.  Rocks,  various. 
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MISCELLANEOUS.— Any  diseases  peculiarly  endemic  in  the  district?  No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  kinds  during  1900?  Yes. 
Any  cancer-houses  or  localities  noted?  No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes  Mesenterica?  No. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  Anti-toxin  (gratis)  for  diphtheria  cases  ?  Yes. 
Vaccination — Any  improvement  in  efficiency  under  the  new  Act  ?  Yes.  Five 
Exemption  Certificates  granted. 

Is  a  public  Mortuary  provided  ?  No.  Any  necessity  for  a  public  Abattoir  ?  Prob¬ 
ably. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  ? 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Are  Food  preservatives  much  in  use  in  summer  time,  especially  in  milk  ? 
Believed  to  be. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  attributable  to  arsenical  beer  ?  No. 

River  pollution  ?  Several  Places. 

Smoke  Abatement — Number  of  observations  taken — Several.  Summonses 

issued— None. 

Number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  inspected — 1. 

Schools — Number  in  District,  29.  Number  closed  on  account  of  outbreak  of 
disease — -7. 

Total  duration  of  closure  from  this  cause  months. 

Burial  Grounds — Number  in  District — Not  known.  Any  need  for  extension? 
Any  work  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  Act,  1890,  Sec.  2(3  (2)?  No. 

BIRTHS  during  1900 — Males  164,  Females  181  ;  Total  345. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above,  19. 

Any  information  as  to  Number  of  Still  Births?  No. 

DEATHS  during  1900 — Males  148,  Females  129;  Total  277. 

Any  information  as  to  the  proportion  of  bottle-fed  children  included  in  the 
deaths  under  one  year?  No. 

*  Particulars  required  annually  by  the  County  Council. 


WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  Reported  and  Abated  during  the  Year  ending 

December.  1900. 


Houses,  Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„  Damp  or  Dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Badly  Drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Without  Drains  or  Sinks .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

,,  Without  sufficient  Privy  accommodation 

,,  Dilapidated  and  Offensive  Privies  ...  ...  ...  24 

„  Drains  Temporarily  Stopped  ..  ..  ...  ...  10 

,,  Dilapidated  Pumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Want  of  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Want  of  Manure  Pits 


Want  of  Water  for  Domestic  Purposes  ... 


38 


55 


55 


55 


5? 


55 


55 


5? 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


5  5 


Number  of  Offensive  accumulations 
Offensive  Pigstyes 
Offensive  Cowsheds  or  Stables  ... 

Pollutions  into  Rivers,  Ditches,  &c. 

Polluted  Wells  . 

No.  of  Houses  Nuisances  found... 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  found 
Notice  and  Letters  Served  ... 

Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  closed 

rendered  fit  for  habitation 
Cleansed  ... 

„  „  Overcrowded  dealt  with  ... 

Nnmber  of  New  Midden  Privies  built 

Old  Midden  Privies  repaired  ... 

Old  Midden  Privies  converted  into  Waterclosets 
Old  Midden  Privies  converted  into  Pail  Privies 
Pail  Privies  converted  into  Waterclosets 
Drains  re-constructed  ...  ... 

New  Drains  constructed  ...  Ut. 

New  Drains  connected  to  the  Sewer 
Drains  disconnected 
Cesspools  constructed  ... 

Cesspools  abolished 
Public  or  Private  Wells  abolished 
Public  or  Private  Wells  cleansed 
Public  or  Private  Pumps  repaired 
Public  or  Private  Pumps  erected 
Pollutions  into  Rivers,  Streams,  or  Ditches,  abated 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Manure  Pits  erected 

Cowsheds,  Stables,  Pigstyes,  repaired  and  drained 
Slaughter-houses  visited 
Lodging-houses  visited... 

Cowsheds  visited 
Houses  for  work  done  ... 


V 
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Total  Number  of  Nuisances  abated 


8 

1 

5 

53 

5 

219 

264 

307 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

17 

7 


27 

282 

69 
309 

17 

70 

4 

7 
1 

8 
8 


2 


19 

24 

1 

47 

377 

483 


